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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Rural  District  Council  of  Gloucester. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health,  environmental 
hygiene  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Rural  District  for  1965. 

I am  again  indebted  to  other  officers  of  the  Council  for  many 
of  the  particulars  from  which  the  Report  is  compiled  and  especially 
to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  J.  S.  Hopkins  and  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  S.  W.  D.  Harris,  for  the  sections 
contributed  by  them. 

The  health  statistics  are  favourable  and  point  to  a satisfactory 
state  of  the  general  health  in  the  Rural  District  ; the  Birth  Rate  is 
high  at  21.4  per  1,000  population  and  the  Death  Rate  low  at  10.1 
while  the  population  has  increased  again  by  a substantial  amount  to 
52,540. 

Except  for  an  epidemic  of  measles  the  incidence  of  other  forms 
of  infectious  disease  was  slight,  due  in  large  measure  to  the  ready 
acceptance  by  parents  of  the  different  types  of  immunisation  and 
vaccination  which  are  available  for  their  children. 

A number  of  complaints  were  received  from  various  parts  of  the 
District  of  discolouration  and  sediment  in  the  mains  water  supply. 
Reports  on  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  showed  the  water 
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to  be  fit  for  human  consumption.  The  North-West  Gloucestershire 
Water  Board  which  became  responsible  for  the  water  supply  on 
1st  April,  has  under  investigation  various  measures  in  an  effort  to 
overcome  and  deal  with  this  problem,  meanwhile  local  remedial 
measures  are  undertaken. 

The  sewerage  schemes  planned  for  Quedgeley  and  Hardwicke, 
Tirley,  Whitminster  and  the  redraining  of  Churchdown  and  Longford 
are  required  urgently  to  overcome  nuisances  against  the  public 
health  in  these  parishes. 

The  main  sewerage  scheme  for  Whitminster  was  commenced 
during  the  year  and  it  is  important  that  a start  should  be  made  on 
the  other  schemes  as  soon  as  possible. 

A block  of  26  self-contained  flats  with  warden  service  for 
elderly  people  was  opened  in  August  at  Green  Close,  Brockworth. 
This  special  type  of  development  is  supplementary  to  similar 
schemes  at  Tynings  Court,  Churchdown,  and  St.  James  Close, 
Quedgeley.  In  such  flats  elderly  persons  can  maintain  their  indepen- 
dence for  much  longer  than  would  otherwise  be  possible.  Moreover, 
additional  housing  provision  for  the  elderly  is  necessary  to  meet  the 
steadily  increasing  proportion  of  elderly  persons  in  the  community. 

In  carrying  out  the  Council’s  slum  clearance  programme  special 
attention  is  paid  to  the  needs  of  the  elderly  people  so  often  involved. 
The  Chairman  of  the  Housing  Management  Committee  and  the 
Housing  Manager  have  been  most  considerate  in  dealing  with  the 
re-housing  of  these  old  people. 

I am  glad  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  members  of 
the  Council  and  the  staff  for  their  continued  help  and  support 
during  the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

STEPHEN  KNIGHT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Public  Health  Committee  (31.12.65) 


Chairman:  T.  J.  Whitfield 
Vice-Chairman:  R.  K.  H.  Brice 


S.  Allcock 
J.  J.  Barber 
Mrs.  B.  M.  Castle 
F.  A.  Chamberlayne 
C.  J.  De  Lisle  Wells 

T.  Errington 
R.  L.  Evans 
A.  J.  Gibson 

R.  J.  Greenaway 


A.  E.  Keys 
R.  T.  Merrett 
T.  Morgan 

E.  J.  Pennels 
C.  I.  H.  SCEATS 
C.  J.  Steele 
Mrs.  K.  M.  Terry 
N.  E.  I.  Thomas 

F.  Wilcock 

P.  S.  Woodman 


Public  Health  Department  Staff 

Stephen  Knight,  m.b.,  b.s.(lond.),  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Tewkesbury  Borough,  Charlton 
Kings  Urban  District,  Gloucester  and  Cheltenham  Rural 
Districts  and  County  Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  North  Gloucestershire  Divisional  Area. 

S.  W.  D.  Harris,  c.s.i.b.,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.s.h.,  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  Petroleum  Officer. 

G.  G.  Viggers,  c.s.i.b.,  m.a.p.h.i.,  A.I.H.E.,  Deputy  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector. 

P.  M.  Jones,  c.s.i.b.,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.s.h.,  a.i.h.e.,  District  Public 
Health  Inspector. 

L.  S.  Scourfield,  c.s.i.b.,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.s.h.,  District  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

R.  Baylis,  c.s.i.b.,  m.a.p.h.i.,  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector. 

N.  J.  Davis,  c.s.i.b.,  m.a.p.h.i.,  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector. 

N.  J.  Billington,  c.s.i.b.,  m.a.p.h.i.,  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

A.  M.  Timson,  Administrative  Assistant. 

Miss  J.  E.  C.  Morgan,  Clerk/Typist. 

P.  J.  C.  Walker,  Student  Public  Health  Inspector. 

F.  Greenwood,  Rodent  Operator. 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District 


Area  (in  acres)  : 70,808. 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimated  Home  Population  mid 
1965)  : 52,540.  (This  figure  includes  members  of  the  Armed 
Forces  stationed  in  the  District). 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (December  31st,  1965),  according  to 
rate  books  : 16,372. 

Rateable  Value  (December  31st,  1965)  : £1,748,424.  0.  0. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  (March,  1965)  : £7,242.  0.  0. 

General  Rate  1965-66  : 10/1.  (County  Precept  8/4^). 


Adoptive  Public  Health  Legislation  in  force  in  the  District 

1.  Building  byelaws  (Public  Health  Act,  1936,  adopted  31st 
July,  1953). 

2.  New  Streets  (adopted  1st  April,  1937). 

3.  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  similar  structures  (adopted  1st 
September,  1938). 

4.  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of 
Food  in  Open  Air  (adopted  28th  August,  1950). 

5.  Gloucestershire  County  Council  Act,  1956,  Section  141, 
Water  supplies  to  occupied  houses  (adopted  1st  January,  1957). 

6.  Gloucestershire  County  Council  Act,  1956,  Section  166, 
Registration  of  Hairdressers  and  Barbers  (adopted  1st  October, 
1965). 


Vital  Statistics 

These  statistics  give  particulars  as  to  the  births  and  deaths 
in  the  district,  together  with  certain  rates  which  are  compared, 
where  possible,  with  those  for  England  and  Wales,  and  the  County 
of  Gloucester. 

A detailed  list  of  the  causes  of  death  will  be  found  in  Table  4. 
(page  8). 
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Table  I 


Live  Births: 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total  . . . . . . .*  • t 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population 
Area  Comparability  factor  (births) 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  (21.4  x 0.98) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 


Still  Births  : 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births 
Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population 


Male 

Female 

523 

523 

39 

40 

562 

563 

Male  Female 
9 3 

9 3 


Total  live  and  still  births 


Infant  Deaths  : 

(Death  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age) 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age) 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Total  ...  ..  ..  .. 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  1 week  of  age) 
Legitimate 
Illegtiimate 

Total 


Male  Female 

17  2 

l 2 

18  4 


8 1 

1 — 

9 1 


7 1 


7 1 


Infant  Mortality  Rates 
Total  infant  deaths  per  1000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births 
Neo-natal  mortality  rate — 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1000  total  live  births 
Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate — 

Deaths  under  1 week  per  1000  total  live  births 
Perinatal  mortality  rate — 

Stillbirth  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined  per  1000  total 
live  and  still  births 


Totals 

1046 

79 


1125 


21.4 

0.98 

20.9 

7.0 

Totals 

12 


12 

10.5 

0.2 


1137 


Totals 

19 

3 

22 


9 

1 

10 


8 


8 


19.5 

18.0 

38.0 

8.9 

7.1 


18.0 


5 


Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  : 
Number  of  deaths 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births  . . 


Nil 

Nil 


Deaths : 


Male  Female  Totals 


280  253  533 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1000  population 
Area  Comparability  Factors  (Deaths) 
Corrected  Death  Rate  (10.1  x 0.97) 


10.1 

0.97 

9.8 


Population 

The  Register  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-year 
1965  is  52,540  as  compared  with  51,040  for  the  previous  year,  an 
increase  of  1,500.  In  recent  years  the  annual  increase  has  been  of 
this  order. 

Birth  Rate 

There  were  1 125  births  making  the  Birth  Rate  21.4  per  1000 
population,  which  again  compares  favourably  with  the  national 
average  18.1. 

Death  Rate 

533  people  died  during  the  year;  although  21  more  than  in 
the  previous  year,  the  Death  Rate  of  10.1  per  1000  population,  is 
lower  than  the  national  rate  11.5  and  so  favourable. 

Infantile  Mortality 

Twenty-two  infants  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the  year 
giving  an  Infant  Mortality  of  19.5  such  deaths  per  1000  total  live 
births.  This  rate  approximates  to  the  national  average  19.0.  It 
will  be  noted  that  eight  of  the  babies  died  in  the  early  neonatal 
period,  that  is  within  one  week  of  birth. 

Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

Still  Birth  Rate 

There  were  twelve  still  births;  the  rate  per  1000  total  live  and 
still  births  being  10.5,  considerably  lower  than  the  national  average 


15.7. 
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Table  2.  Birth,  Death,  and  Infantile  Mortality  Rates  in  the  District  for  the 
last  five  years 


1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Birth  Rate  (per  1000  population) 

19-3 

19-9 

19-7 

20-2 

20-4 

Death  Rate  (per  1000  population) 

11-6 

10-7 

12-0 

10-0 

10-1 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (per  1000  live 
births)  ( — deaths  of  infants  under  1 
year 

18-9 

20-9 

20-4 

17- 5 

19-5 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate,  per  1000  live 
births  (deaths  of  infants  under  1 month) 

13*3 

14-6 

18-3 

12-6 

8-9 

Table  3.  For  Comparison,  the  Birth,  Death,  and  Infantile  Mortality  Rates  for 
England  and  Wales  etc.  are  given  below 


England 

and 

Wales 

County 

of 

Gloucester 

Gloucester 

Rural 

District 

Live  Births 

18-1 

19-82 

21-4 

Still  Births  (per  1000  total,  live  and  still 
births) 

15-7 

13-29 

10-5 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  per  1000  live 
births  (deaths  of  infants  under  1 year) 

19-0 

16-45 

19-5 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  of  in- 
fants under  1 month,  per  1000  live 
births) 

13-0 

10-69 

8-9 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and 
deaths  of  infants  under  1 week) 

26-9 

22-19 

18-0 

Death  Rate  (per  1000  population) 

11.5 

10-14 

10-1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  DISTRICT  IN  1965 


Table  4 gives  the  causes  of  death  in  the  District  in  accordance 
with  the  abbreviated  list  of  36  groups  of  the  World  Health  Organ- 
isation Nomenclature  Regulations,  1948. 


Table  4. 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

— 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

2 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  cough 



— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

8. 

Measles  ... 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

— 

10.* 

(Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

9 

2 

11. 

( ,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus 

14 

5 

12. 

( ,,  ,,  breast  ... 

9 

13. 

( ,,  ,,  uterus  ... 

5 

14. 

(Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

29 

18 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

4 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

25 

31 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

65 

42 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

4 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

31 

57 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

11 

10 

22. 

Influenza 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia 

24 

18 

24. 

Bronchitis 

15 

5 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

4 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

3 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

3 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

4 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

24 

22 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

7 

2 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

6 

4 

35. 

Suicide  •••  •••  .*•  ••• 

2 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 



1 

Total 

280 

253 

Explanatory  Note. 

* Neoplasm  = Cancer. 
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Cancer 


Table  5.  Death  Rates  from  Cancer  per  1,000  population 


England  and  Wales 

Gloucester  Rural  District 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Cancer  of  the  Lung 

0.96 

0.17 

0.53 

0.18 

Other  Cancer  . . 

1.52 

1.83 

1.40 

1.29 

Nineteen  people  died  from  cancer  of  the  lung,  fourteen  of 
them  were  men,  but  there  was  no  undue  mortality,  the  local  rates 
for  all  forms  of  cancer  on  the  whole  being  about  the  national 
average. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  DISTRICT 


Laboratory  Facilities 

The  examination  of  pathological  specimens,  and  the  bacterio- 
logical analyses  of  water,  milk  and  ice  cream  samples,  etc.,  are 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  the  Glouces- 
ter Royal  Hospital.  (There  is  no  charge  for  this  work). 

Chemical  analyses  of  samples  of  food,  water  and  sewage  taken 
by  this  department,  are  examined  by  the  City  and  County 
Analyst,  Bristol. 

Hospitals 

Infectious  disease  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
at  Over,  which  is  administered  by  the  Gloucester,  Stroud  and  Forest 
Management  Committee. 

Child  Welfare  Centres 

These  Centres  are  under  the  general  administration  of  the 
North  Gloucestershire  Area  Health  Sub-Committee  of  the  County 
Council. 

Meetings  of  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  held  at  Brockworth, 
Churchdown,  Eastington,  Frampton,  Hucclecote  and  Barnwood, 
Longlevens,  Norton,  Quedgeley,  Upton  St.  Leonards  and  Westbury- 
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on-Sevem.  There  is  also  a Mobile  Child  Welfare  Centre  which 
serves  the  Tirley  area. 

These  centres  are  most  useful,  nearly  all  mothers  with  babies 
attend.  The  bulk  of  the  work  falls  upon  the  ladies  of  the  Voluntary 
Committees.  The  community  is  much  indebted  to  them  for  their 
devotion  to  this  service. 


Home  Help  Service 


This  service  is  organised  by  the  County  Council  and  is  provided 
where  the  need  is  supported  by  the  family  doctor.  Appeals  for 
help  should  be  made  to  Mrs.  P.  Allen,  Assistant  Home  Help 
Organiser.  Telephone  Gloucester  21444. 

Sixty-three  part  time  home  helps  are  at  work  in  the  district. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  AND  1951 


Under  these  Acts  the  Council  have  authorised  their  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  apply,  when  necessary,  to  the  Courts  for  an 
order  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  aged  and  sick  persons;  living 
in  insanitary  conditions,  and  unable  to  provide  for  themselves  and 
not  receiving  from  other  people,  proper  care  and  attention;  to  a 
hospital  or  residential  institution. 

No  applications  to  the  Court  for  Orders  for  removal  of  any 
persons  to  hospital  were  made  during  1965. 

The  Home  Help  Service  is  invaluable  in  enabling  elderly 
people  to  carry  on  in  their  own  homes. 
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Table  6.  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  1965  by  Age  Groups. 
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Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  immunised 
against  diphtheria  during  1965. 

Table  7. 

Age  at  31.12.65  Under  1 T~  ~ 5-14  Under  15 

i.e.  born  in  year  1965  1964  1963-61  1960-51  Total 

Primary  Immunisation  458 375 45 95 973 

Table  of  comparison  showing  the  number  of  children  immunised 
against  diphtheria  in  1962,  1963,  1964  and  1965  and  the  number  of 
births  in  1965. 


Table  8. 


No.  of 

live  births 
1965 

Primary 

Immunisation 

1962  1963  1964  1965 

Re-inforcing 

Injection 

1962  1963  1964  1965 

1125 

666 

810 

1084 

973 

968  1079 

i 

! 

1708  2369 

The  response  to  the  immunisation  campaign  is  good,  the 
number  of  primary  immunisations  being  approximately  90  % of  the 
total  number  of  births. 


Vaccination  against  Whooping  Cough 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  vaccinated 
against  whooping  cough.  A triple  vaccine  (Diphtheria,  whooping 
cough,  tetanus)  is  used  in  Child  Welfare  Centres  as  a routine. 

Table  9. 


Under  1 yr. 

1 yr. 

2-4  yrs. 

5-14  yrs. 

Under  15 

1965 

1964 

1963-61 

1960-51 

Total 

Primary 

372 

45 

884 

vaccination.  . 

456 

11 

Immunisation  against  Tetanus 

The  numbers  of  children  immunised  against  tetanus 
approximates  to  those  for  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough. 
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Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 


Freedom  from  cases  of  poliomyelitis  in  the  district  is  due  to 
the  success  of  vaccination  against  this  disease,  there  is  some 
danger  of  being  lulled  into  a false  sense  of  security,  so  efforts  must 
be  made  to  maintain  the  high  level  of  immunity. 


Scarlet  Fever 

Seventy-four  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified;  although 
an  increase  of  22,  there  was  no  undue  incidence  and  the  disease 
remained  mild  in  character. 


Whooping  Cough 

Twenty-five  cases  were  notified;  twenty  five  less  than  the 
previous  year.  This  figure  is  low  owing  to  the  general  accept- 
ance of  immunisation  and  the  cases  occur  in  unvaccinated  children. 


Measles 

1017  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  334  in  the  previous 
year.  There  were  no  deaths.  The  disease  has  a biennial  incidence, 
the  year  under  review  being  an  epidemic  year. 


Diphtheria 

There  has  been  no  case  of  diphtheria  in  the  District  since  1951. 
Undoubtedly  due  to  the  continued  success  of  the  campaign  for 
immunisation  against  the  disease. 


Acute  Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  occurred  in  the  District. 

Dysentery 

Thirty-one  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  during  the  year  ; 
twenty-seven  of  them  being  from  the  Churchdown  area.  The  dysen- 
tery was  of  the  relatively  mild  Sonne  type  which  is  particularly 
prone  to  spread  amongst  toddlers.  The  cases  were  followed  up  and 
precautionary  measures  instituted  to  prevent  spread. 
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Food  Poisoning 

As  in  the  previous  year  no  case  of  Food  Poisoning  occurred, 
and  indicates  the  high  standard  of  food  hygiene  that  is  maintained 
in  the  various  food  trades  that  operate  in  the  District. 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox 


Persons  vaccinated  in  year  ended  31st  December,  1965. 


Under 

1 yr. 

1 

yr. 

2-4 

yrs. 

5-14 

yrs. 

Total 

Vac. 

Revac. 

Vac. 

Revac. 

Vac. 

Revac. 

Vac. 

Revac. 

Vac. 

Revac. 

34 

— 

369 

89 

6 

5 

7 

502 

26 

The  number  of  vaccinations  against  Smallpox  showed  a 
considerable  increase  and  is  about  half  of  the  number  of  births. 


Tuberculosis 


Table  10.  This  Table  shews  the  new  cases,  in-transfers  and  deaths  for 

Tuberculosis,  for  the  past  21  years. 


Year 

Pop. 

of 

District 

New  & 
I.T. 
Cases 

Per 

1000 

Pop. 

Deaths 

Per 

1000 

Pop. 

Number 

on 

Register 

Per 

1000 

Pop. 

1945 

31,480 

53 

1-7 

11 

0*35 

203 

6*5 

1946 

31,550 

53 

1-7 

17 

0*54 

176 

5*6 

1947 

31,960 

63 

1-9 

15 

0*45 

205 

6*4 

1948 

33,540 

54 

1-6 

21 

0*62 

201 

60 

1949 

36,350 

65 

1-8 

16 

0*48 

205 

5-6 

1950 

35,640 

52 

1 -5 

11 

0*39 

207 

5-7 

1051 

37,360 

64 

1-7 

17 

0*45 

212 

5*7 

1952 

38,370 

70 

1-8 

6 

015 

243 

6*3 

1953 

37,430 

51 

1-3 

8 

0-21 

220 

5*8 

1954 

39,140 

65 

1-6 

8 

0-20 

235 

60 

1955 

40,490 

75 

1-8 

3 

0*07 

274 

6*8 

1956 

41,770 

70 

1-7 

3 

0*07 

281 

6*7 

1957 

43,000 

65 

1*5 

3 

0*07 

293 

6*8 

1958 

42,820 

50 

1*2 

3 

0*12 

293 

6*8 

1959 

43,920 

64 

1*2 

6 

0*16 

298 

6-8 

1960 

45,350 

55 

1*2 

2 

0*05 

309 

6*6 

1961 

46,570 

51 

1*0 

4 

0*08 

280 

6*0 

1962 

48,050 

31 

0-7 

3 

0*06 

267 

5*5 

1963 

49,870 

33 

0*7 

2 

004 

256 

5*1 

1964 

51,040 

35 

0*7 

1 

0*02 

256 

5*0 

1965 

52,540 

34 

0*6 

3 

0 05 

245 

4*7 

14 


Table  11.  New,  In  Transfer  cases,  Deaths  and  Number  on  the  Register, 

31st  December,  1965. 


Respi 

ratory 

Men 
& C. 

inges 

N.S. 

Otl 

fori 

ler 

ns 

Total 

New  Cases 

In-Transfer  Cases  ... 

Deaths 

On  Register  31.12.65 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

8 

4 

— 

— 

1 

2 

15 

8 

9 

— 

— 

1 

1 

19 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

113 

104 

— 

■ — 

9 

19 

245 

Modern  treatment  brings  about  a rapid  cure  in  most  cases  of 
tuberculosis,  three  persons  died  of  the  disease  and  fifteen  new  cases 
were  notified.  Thus  sources  of  infection  do  exist,  indeed  the  register 
of  tuberculosis  contains  245  names  although  only  a few  of  these  are 
cases  of  infectious  tuberculosis.  Elsewhere  in  the  community  are 
unknown  active  cases  which  would  be  discovered  if  Mass 
Radiography  were  universally  accepted.  This  measure  with  others 
such  as  B.C.G.  Vaccination  and  tracing  of  contacts  could  bring 
about  the  entire  elimination  of  the  disease. 


Families  at  Risk 

The  scheme  agreed  between  the  County  Council  and  District 
Council  for  the  rehabilitation  of  problem  families  living  in  Council 
houses  continued  to  operate  during  the  year.  Where  arrears  of 
rent  are  such  as  to  render  the  family  liable  to  eviction  the  case  is 
referred  to  the  County  Social  Welfare  Officer  and  if  it  is  accepted 
the  County  Council  guarantee  75%  of  the  rent  arrears. 

At  31st  December,  1964,  sixty-six  cases  were  under  supervision 
within  the  Rent  Guarantee  Scheme. 

The  number  of  families  under  supervision  on  31st  December, 
1965,  was  fifty-seven. 


Public  Health  (Aircraft)  Regulations,  1952-62 
Staverton  Airport 

In  connection  with  the  on-call  customs  facilities  granted  to 
Staverton  Airport,  the  Council  made  arrangements  for  Health  Con- 
trol at  the  Airport. 
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Dr.  H.  G.  Dowler,  Dr.  C.  H.  Drake,  Dr.  J.  S.  Prior,  and  Dr.  S. 
Knight,  were  appointed  to  act  as  authorized  officers  under  Regulation 
5 (a)  of  these  Regulations. 

DANGER  TO  BATHERS— RIVER  SEVERN 

In  conjunction  with  the  Parish  Councils  concerned,  a review 
was  made  of  places  where  bathing  may  take  place  in  the  River 
Severn.  At  these  places  warning  notices  have  been  erected  or  renewed 
by  the  local  Parish  Council.  In  two  places,  Newnham  and  Wain- 
lode,  Norton,  in  addition  to  the  notices,  existing  life  saving  apparatus 
was  augmented  by  the  Council. 


REPORT  OF  THE  ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR 
Mr.  J.  $.  Hopkins,  A.M.I.Mun.E.,  M.R.S.H. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  volume  of  sewage  reaching  the  main  works  at  Longford  has 
continued  to  increase  but,  despite  this,  the  standard  of  effluent 
has  been  maintained  at  a high  level.  Such  difficulties  which  have 
occurred  have  been  largely  due  to  the  admission  of  trade  waste  into 
which  an  investigation  is  being  made.  The  pilot  research  plant 
has  been  in  continuous  use  and  the  first  results  of  experiments 
undertaken  suggest  minor  remedial  works  which  may  be  carried  out 
in  the  new  year  in  order  to  prevent  deterioration  in  the  standard 
of  effluent. 

The  position  with  regard  to  various  drainage  schemes  continues 
to  have  been  disappointing.  Little  change  can  be  reported  from 
last  year  with  the  exception  of  the  Whitminster  scheme  which  has 
been  commenced.  The  pressure  to  acquire  the  necessary  land  before 
the  schemes  can  progress  has  been  applied  throughout  the  year. 

Refuse  Collection 

The  larger  vehicles  now  in  use  have  proved  adequate  to  deal 
with  the  increased  number  of  properties  served.  The  acute  shortage 
of  labour  in  the  area  is  a continuing  problem.  The  litter  collection 
service  has  continued  to  operate  when  labour  has  been  available 
and  has  proved  a valuable  service  in  the  general  cleansing  of  the 
area. 
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J.  S.  HOPKINS, 
Engineer  and  Surveyor. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Mr.  S.  W.  D.  Harris,  C 


.S.I.B.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 


The  work  of  the  Council’s  public  health  inspectors  during  1965 
is  set  out  in  the  following  tables  and  brief  summaries. 

In  addition  to  the  public  health  functions  of  county  district 
councils,  it  must  be  remembered  that  various  other  disciplines  are 
concerned  with  the  protection  and  improvement  of  our  environment. 
It  is  necessary  for  your  officers  to  work  in  close  co-operation  with 
appropriate  departments  of  the  County  Council,  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service,  Public  Analyst,  Home  Office,  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  and  Alkali  Inspectorate  to  name 
but  a few. 

The  link  between  public  health  and  planning  was  emphasised 
during  the  year  by  the  World  Health  Organisation  in  its  Technical 
Report  Series  297,  from  which  I quote  : 

“The  health  agencies  have  an  important  responsibility  in 
planning.  If  planners  are  to  develop  effective  programmes, 
they  must  rely  on  the  environmental  health  profession  for 
guidelines,  standards  and  justification  in  terms  of  health. 
There  is  no  more  effective  way  of  justifying  planning  stan- 
dards than  to  relate  them  directly  to  health  standards.’’ 

With  the  growing  complexity  of  present-day  administration  the 
need  to  co-ordinate  environmental  work  at  all  levels  becomes 
increasingly  important  in  order  to  avoid  duplication,  to  secure 
economy  of  man-power  and  not  least  to  ensure  that  expenditure  is 
closely  related  to  human  needs. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Table  12. 


Number 

of 

Inspections 

Notices 

Served 

Defects  remedied 
after  notice 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Dwelling  Houses 

896 

64 

21 

49 

17 

Water  Supplies  . . 

478 

32 

— 

3 

— 

Food  Premises  . . 

456 

55 

— — 

39 

— 

Slaughterhouses 

1327 

25 

— 

23 

— 

Milk  and  Dairies 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

5 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Factories,  etc.  . . 

75 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Drainage  and  Sewerage . . 

966 

45 

3 

38 

3 

Atmospheric  Pollution  . . 

47 

7 

— 

7 

— 

Infectious  Disease 

92 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pests 

183 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Caravans 

311 

10 

— 

6 

— 

Noise  Abatement 

60 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Petroleum 

216 

17 

— 

14 

— 

Offices,  Shops  and  Rail- 
way Premises 

166 

Hairdressers 

12 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Health  Education 

62 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Animal  Boarding  Estab- 
lishments 

22 

2 

2 

Miscellaneous 

728 

16 

— 

12 

— 

Total 

6084 

279 

24 

198 

20 

It  was  necessary  to  take  formal  action  in  forty-four  instances 
but,  as  in  previous  years,  practically  all  the  Council’s  public  health 
work  was  undertaken  without  recourse  to  statutory  proceedings. 

Of  the  total  number  of  visits,  more  than  2,000  were  made  in 
connection  with  either  food  or  water.  This  emphasis  follows  the 
current  trend  in  British  public  health  work. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

Public  Health  Acts,  1936  and  1961 
Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Acts,  1944-1961 

Water  Act,  1945 
Water  Resources  Act,  1963 

Piped  water  supplies  were  provided  by  three  statutory  water 
undertakings,  Gloucester  Corporation,  Cheltenham  Corporation 
and  Stroud  Water  Board.  In  addition,  Gloucestershire  County 
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Council,  Frocester  Court  Estate  and  Haresfield  Estate  operated 
local  systems  for  the  supply  and  distribution  of  water  to  small  areas 
of  the  District. 

On  1st  April,  1965,  the  North-West  Gloucestershire  Water 
Board  assumed  responsibility  for  the  supply  of  water  throughout 
the  Council’s  District.  Regular  consultations  take  place  between 
officers  of  the  Board  and  this  Department  on  matters  of  mutual 
concern,  in  particular  the  provision  of  mains  water  to  the  remaining 
parts  of  the  District  which  are  supplied  by  wells. 

The  following  details  which  have  been  supplied  by  the  North- 
West  Gloucestershire  Water  Board  show  how  effectively  the  Rural 
District  Council  have  discharged  their  statutory  responsibility  for 
securing  a wholesome  water  supply  for  their  District  : 


NORTH-WEST  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  WATER  BOARD 


Mains  laid  in  Gloucester  Rural  District  during  1965 


Parish 

Arlingham 

Brockworth 

Churchdown 

Highnam 

Hucclecote  

Longlevens 

Quedgeley 

Tirley 

Upton-St. -Leonards 


Length 


Size  of  Main  {yds) 

3"  121 

4"  167 

3"  174 

4"  392 

3"  138 

3"  428 

6"  252 

4"  359 

4"  367 

4"  67 

3"  360 

4"  320 

3"  245 


3381 


19 


Lengths  of  mains  authorised  in  Gloucester  Rural  District,  but  not 

laid  at  31st  December,  1965 


Parish 

Brockworth 

Churchdown 


Hempsted 
Hucclecote 
Upton-St. -Leonards 

Westbury-on-Severn 

Whitminster 


Length 


Size  of  Main  ( yds ) 

4"  1320 

3"  720 

6"  787 

4"  1124 

3"  320 

4"  410 

4"  98 

4"  338 

3”  668 

4"  2830 

3"  176 


8791 


20 


Houses  provided  with  main  water  supplies  at  31st  December,  1965 


Parish  Number 

Arlingham  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  112 

Ashleworth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107 

Barnwood  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  519 

Brockworth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1933 

Brookthorpe  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Ill 

Chaceley  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 

Churchdown  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2683 

Down  Hatherley  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102 

Eastington  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 421 

Elmore  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81 

Forthampton  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 

Frampton-on-Severn  . . . . . . . . . . . . 410 

Fretherne-with-Saul  . . . . . . . . . . . . 228 

Frocester  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Hardwicke  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 278 

Harescombe  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 

Haresfield  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 

Hasfield  39 

Hempsted  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 191 

Highnam  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155 

Hncclecote  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2675 

Longford  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 440 

Longlevens  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2845 

Longney  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92 

Maisemore  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 125 

Minsterworth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155 

Moreton  Valence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 

Norton  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87 

Newnham-on-Severn  . . . . . . . . . . . . 384 

Quedgeley  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  411 

Sandhurst  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143 

Standish  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 

Tirley  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74 

Twigworth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66 

Upton-St-Leonards  . . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  411 

Westbury-on-Severn  . . . . . . . . . . . . 339 

Whitminster  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134 


16023 
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Well  Water  Supplies 


Nineteen  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  of  which  nine 
were  unsatisfactory.  In  the  case  of  unsatisfactory  samples  where 
no  main  supply  is  available,  assistance  is  given  by  the  public  health 
inspectors  in  chlorination  or  other  suitable  measures.  It  is  inevitable 
in  rural  areas  that  some  properties  will  continue  to  be  supplied  by 
wells  for  the  forseeable  future. 

No  cases  of  contamination  of  water  supplies  by  synthetic 
detergents  came  to  notice  during  the  year. 


RURAL  SANITATION 


(a)  Cleansing  of  Cesspools 

The  Council’s  scheme  operated  throughout  the  year  with  no 
major  difficulty.  Disposal  of  sewage  during  wet  weather  presented 
temporary  problems  which  were  overcome  by  long  hauls  to  suitable 
disposal  points,  in  order  to  avoid  any  risk  of  nuisance. 

From  time  to  time  visits  are  paid  to  other  rural  districts  to  study 
their  administration  and  the  Council  have  incorporated  a number  of 
improvements  in  their  scheme. 

A significant  reduction  in  the  number  of  cesspools  should  follow 
the  completion  of  various  sewerage  schemes  in  the  District. 


(b)  Sewer  Ditches 

In  some  outlying  hamlets,  sewer  ditches  and  *rhines  still 
carry  sewage  away  from  inhabited  areas.  These  ditches  are  main- 
tained as  far  as  possible  in  such  a condition  as  to  minimise  risk 
to  health.  Although  the  work  is  mainly  palliative,  it  must  continue 
until  main  drainage  can  be  provided. 


*Rhine — apparently  from  the  word  ryne  which  is  old  English  for 
watercourse.  Rhine  form  of  spelling  the  word  originated 
in  1698  from  the  Somerset  dialect  and  is  pronounced 
“Reen”. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 
CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 


Forty-seven  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  deal  with 
problems  arising  under  this  Act,  but  no  formal  action  was  necessary. 

Work  has  commenced  on  a survey  of  the  District  in  order  to 
plot  local  pollution  levels  and  to  record  the  effects  of  chemical  and 
other  discharges  from  plant  sited  both  within  and  outside  the 
district.  Close  attention  will  be  paid  to  particulate  matter,  sulphur 
dioxide  and  the  influence  of  meteorological  conditions  : when 
completed  the  results  will  be  made  available  to  the  Planning 
Authority. 

Rural  Districts  are  not  immune  from  the  effects  of  air  pollution 
from  vehicle  exhausts,  particularly  where  heavily  trafficked  main 
roads  traverse  the  district  and  give  rise  under  suitable  conditions  to 
the  formation  of  layers  of  unburnt  fuel,  lead  and  carbon  monoxide. 
This  is  a problem  for  the  future,  but  in  America  has  already  reached 
such  proportions  that  it  is  expected  by  1968  new  vehicles  will  not  be 
allowed  on  the  roads  unless  they  are  fitted  with  devices  to  limit  air 
pollution. 

Local  authorities  are  charged  with  responsibility  under  the  Clean 
Air  Act,  1956  for  ensuring  that  the  air  we  breathe  does  not  become  a 
garbage  dump  for  chemical  and  other  waste  matter  and  in  this 
connection  I have  again  to  acknowledge  the  ready  help  given  by  the 
Public  Analyst  and  his  staff  during  the  year. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT 
NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

Representations  from  ratepayers  were  received  of  excessive 
noise  near  residential  property  and  sixty  visits  were  made.  It  was 
not  necessary  to  recommend  formal  action  by  the  Council  during  the 
year. 

It  is  hoped  eventually  to  complete  a survey  of  the  District  in 
order  to  plot  ambient  noise  levels  which  will  serve  as  a datum  to 
assist  in  the  future  administration  of  this  Act  and  the  results  would 
also  be  made  available  to  the  Planning  Authority. 

Already  in  some  countries,  notably  Czechoslovakia  and  the 
U.S.S.R.  it  is  necessary  for  factories  to  be  sited  and  screened  to 
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minimise  the  effects  of  noise  on  residential  property.  However,  the 
problem  in  the  Council’s  District  arises  not  from  new  factories  but 
from  new  production  processes  in  existing  factories.  The  health 
inspectors  are  mindful  of  the  need  to  safeguard  the  residents  from 
excessive  noise  and  at  the  same  time  not  to  discourage  industry  in 
the  District,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  delicate  balance  can  be 
maintained. 


CARAVAN  SITES 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  1960 


Eight  Site  Licences  were  issued  during  the  year,  each  laying  down 
conditions  which  must  be  observed  in  equipping  and  operating  the 
sites.  The  Council  imposes  a uniform  set  of  conditions  throughout  the 
District  and  no  appeals  against  site  licence  conditions  were  made. 
Three  hundred  and  eleven  visits  were  necessary  to  administer  the 
various  provisions  of  this  act. 

Two  thousand  persons  are  estimated  to  be  living  in  caravans  in 
the  Rural  District  and  although  many  of  these  families  are  on  the 
Council’s  Housing  List,  a substantial  number  have  indicated  that 
they  prefer  caravan  life. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Planning  Authority,  efforts  are  made  to 
restrict  small  isolated  caravan  site  development  in  favour  of  larger 
sites  where  the  provision  of  a suitable  standard  of  amenity  for  the 
occupants  becomes  more  economic.  There  is  no  doubt  that,  in  the 
absence  of  control,  the  District  would  attract  a rash  of  sporadic 
caravan  development  to  the  detriment  of  public  health  both  of  the 
caravan  occupiers  themselves  and  residents  living  near  by. 

I have  again  to  acknowledge  the  co-operation  of  the  County 
Fire  Service  in  dealing  with  that  greatest  of  caravan  hazards,  fire. 
Their  reports  form  a basis  for  preventive  measures  on  caravan  sites 
and  are  carefully  studied  with  a view  to  improving  the  Council’s 
site  licence  conditions  where  appropriate.  Five  years’  experience  of 
operating  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  leaves 
one  with  a healthy  respect  for  the  promptness  and  efficiency  of  the 
County  Fire  Service. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


Table  13  shows  that  the  work  has  followed  the  pattern  of 
previous  years.  It  was  only  possible  to  assist  with  three  farm  treat- 
ments, but  advice  on  treatment  and  proofing  measures  was  given  in  a 
number  of  cases. 

During  the  year  a spread  of  rats  resistant  to  warfarin  was 
reported  from  other  parts  of  the  country,  but  there  was  no  evidence 
that  this  had  reached  the  Council's  District  and  warfarin  continues 
to  give  satisfactory  results. 

Experimental  treatments  using  0.5%  n^rbormide  were  carried 
out  and  were  sufficiently  encouraging  for  supplies  of  this  chemical 
to  be  added  to  the  Council's  stock. 

Work  is  planned  so  that  surveys  as  required  by  the  Act  are 
carried  out  during  the  summer  and  the  bulk  of  treatments  through 
the  remainder  of  the  year  when  infestations  of  buildings  are  heaviest. 

The  Departments'  records  have  been  adapted  to  conform  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
which  requires  a comprehensive  report  each  year  on  the  Council’s 
pest  control  work. 


Table  13. 


Private  dwellings 

Inspections 

. . 1027 

Treatment 

191 

Council  houses  and  hutments 

163 

34 

Farms 

74 

3 

Business  Premises  . . 

. . 240 

18 

Sewers 

. . — 

— 

Schools 

55 

10 

Hospitals 

. . — 

— 

Old  Sewage  Works  . . 

. . — 

— 

Other 

167 

8 

Total  . . 

. . 1726 

264 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1960 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  1924-52 
Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations  1958 
Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations  1958 

Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963 


Table  14. 


Type  of  Business 

Total 

Number 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Remarks 

Cafes  and  Canteens 

107 

108 

This  includes  school  canteens. 

Grocery  and 
Provision  shops 

119 

174 

This  includes  sweet  shops  and 
chemists. 

Ice  Cream  Vendors 

98 

24 

Registered  under  S.16  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955.  All  Ice  Cream 
sold  in  the  district  is  pre-packed. 

Butchers  Shops 

16 

53 

Six  shops  registered  under  S.16 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
Sausage  making. 

Fishmongers 

5 

7 

This  includes  fried  and  wet  fish. 

Bakehouses 

2 

5 

These  are  small  and  only  supply 
a small  proportion  of  the 
population. 

Licensed  Premises 

61 

82 

The  breweries  are  very  co-operat- 
ive in  carrying  out  improvements 
recommended. 

Dairies 

5 

10 

Wholesale  Premises 
(Food  Manufacture) 

3 

2 

Inspected  under  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations,  1960. 

Total 

416 

465 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

With  the  advent  of  self-service  stores  the  methods  of  packing, 
storing  and  marketing  food  have  undergone  radical  changes.  It  is 
necessary  for  food  traders  to  understand  the  nature  of  their  goods 
and  to  observe  correct,  often  critical,  storage  temperatures  and  shelf 
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life,  otherwise  the  housewife  cannot  be  guaranteed  clean  and  whole- 
some food.  Incorrect  rotation  of  perishable  meat  products  was  found 
in  a number  of  instances  and  advice  was  given. 

Practically  all  the  416  food  premises  in  the  District  were  visited 
at  least  once  during  the  year  and  with  one  exception  conditions  were 
found  to  be  reasonably  satisfactory.  The  Council  took  proceedings  in 
respect  of  an  unsatisfactory  restaurant  and  fines  and  costs  amount- 
ing to  £60  were  imposed. 

Much  time  is  taken  up  investigating  complaints  relating  to 
unsound  food,  usually  brought  to  the  Department  by  the  purchaser. 
Advice  was  given  to  retailers  in  a number  of  cases  and  the  Council 
took  proceedings  in  one  instance,  relating  to  a loaf  of  bread  containing 
a piece  of  metal  which  resulted  in  a fine  of  £100. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  compliance  with  the  complicated 
food  laws  is  generally  achieved  by  persuasion  and  it  is  only  fair  to 
state  that  the  bulk  of  food  traders  have  been  most  anxious  to  assist 
the  Council’s  officers. 


MILK  SUPPLIES 
FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1959 

The  various  dairies  in  the  district  are  visited  regularly  and  dairy- 
men have  been  most  co-operative  in  carrying  out  improvements 
both  to  their  plant  and  premises.  It  was  not  necessary  to  recommend 
formal  action  during  the  year. 

The  County  Council  made  available  the  results  of  their  milk 
sampling  scheme  both  as  respects  heat  treatment  and  sampling 
for  brucella  infection  of  milk.  A survey  carried  out  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  and  reported  at  the  end  of  1964 
gave  an  estimated  25,000  to  30,000  herds  probably  infected  out  of 
98,600  dairy  herds  in  the  country.  Humans  acquire  the  disease 
either  by  direct  contact  with,  or  by  consuming  the  milk  from, 
infected  cows  and  it  is  the  cause  of  much  distress  and  incapacity. 

The  County  Council’s  sampling  scheme  provides  a valuable  aid 
in  pinpointing  suspect  milk  supplies  so  that  the  necessary  action  can 
be  taken.  However,  it  appears  that  the  disease  will  continue  to 
afflict  both  human  beings  and  animals  until  an  eradication  scheme  is 


27 


practicable  : in  the  meantime  refusal  to  drink  any  but  heat  treated 
milk  is  the  best  preventive  measure. 

A number  of  complaints  of  dirty  milk  bottles  were  received 
from  the  public  and,  mainly  in  order  to  combat  this  problem, 
experimental  deliveries  of  cartonned  milk  were  made  in  various  parts 
of  the  District.  It  is  understood  that  housewives  have  not  been  very 
receptive  of  this  innovation,  in  contrast  to  their  Continental  sisters 
who  have  used  disposable  milk  cartons  and  sachets  for  some  time. 


Ice  Dream 

During  1965,  three  licences  were  issued  under  Section  16  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream.  This  brought 
the  total  number  of  premises  registered  in  the  District  to  131. 


Anthrax  Order,  1938 

No  cases  of  anthrax  were  confirmed  during  the  year. 


Slaughterhouses 

The  following  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  in  1965. 

1.  Churchdown,  Chapel  Hay. 

2.  Eastington,  Alkerton  Place. 

3.  Minsterworth,  The  Flatt. 

4.  Brookthorpe-with-Whaddon,  Brickhouse  Farm 

5.  Hempsted,  Sudmeadow  Road. 

It  was  necessary  to  serve  twenty-five  notices  in  respect  of 
defects  found  in  the  slaughterhouses  during  the  year.  In  addition 
to  regular  inspections  by  the  Council’s  officers  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  carried  out  an  annual  inspection 
of  all  slaughterhouses,  lairages  and  ancillary  premises. 

The  process  of  converting  farm  animals  into  human  food  is 
complicated  and  is  rigidly  controlled  at  all  stages  by  legislation 
entrusted  to  local  authorities. 

In  carrying  out  their  duties  the  Council  are  faced  with  problems 
arising  because  of  the  distance  between  slaughterhouses,  the  fact  that 
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often  two  or  more  are  operating  simultaneously  and  slaughtering 
takes  place  at  any  time  between  7 a.m.  and  midnight. 

In  spite  of  this  the  Council  have  maintained  their  service 
without  a break  since  July  1954,  during  which  time  meat  to  the 
value  of  more  than  seven  and  three-quarter  million  pounds  has 
been  inspected. 


Table  15.  Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

Exclu- 

ding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

2815 

77 

117 

16037 

8854 

27900 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticercosis 

2815 

77 

117 

16037 

8854 

27900 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

2 

4 

1 

82 

7 

96 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 

398 

55 

12 

940 

949 

2354 

culosis  and  cysticercosis 
Tuberculosis  only  : 

14-21% 

76-62% 

11-11% 

6-37% 

10-80% 

8-78% 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

— 

* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

4 

76 

80 

tuberculosis 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

5-19% 

0-86% 

0-29% 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 

26 

1 

— 

— 

— 

27 

ment  by  refrigeration 
Generalised  and  totally 

26 

1 

— 

— 

— 

27 

condemned 

' 

— 

Total  weight  of  meat  or  organs  condemned  for  : — 

(i)  All  diseases  except  tuberculosis  and  cysticercosis  16505  lb. 

(ii)  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  735  lb. 

(iii)  Cysticercosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  540  lb. 

Total  ..  17780  1b. 

(or  7 tons  18  cwt.  3 qr.  0 1b.) 
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Cysticercus  Bovis 
Regional  Infestation 


Number  infested 


External  masseter  muscles  . . . . 11 

Internal  masseter  muscles  . . . . 5 

Heart  musculature  . . . . . . 5 

Other  sites  . . . . . . . . . . 4 


Table  15  shows  an  increase  in  the  incidence  of  cysticercus  bovis 
over  the  previous  year  and  carcases  with  small  infestations  are  not 
passed  as  fit  for  food  until  they  have  been  held  at  14°F  for  at  least 
two  weeks  or  20°F  for  at  least  three  weeks  to  kill  all  viable  cysts. 

In  addition  to  paying  a proportion  of  the  cost  of  meat  inspection, 
the  meat  trade  has  had  to  bear  the  cost  of  improving  slaughter- 
houses, lairages,  shops  and  storage  premises  to  comply  with  legis- 
lation relating  to  meat  and  also  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act,  1963. 

It  is  scant  comfort  in  these  circumstances  that  I acknowledge 
and  thank  the  meat  traders  for  their  excellent  co-operation  with  the 
Council’s  officers,  without  which  it  would  not  have  been  possible  to 
maintain  the  meat  inspection  service  at  its  present  level. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
Condemnation  of  Foodstuffs 


Table  16. 


Article 

Non-Preserved 

lb. 

Preserved,  tinned,  etc. 
lb. 

Meat 

17780 

118 

Flour  and  Cereals 

— 

— 

Vegetables 

30 

951 

Fish 

64 

28 

Cheese  & Fats 

2 

6 

Fruit 

— 

167 

Cream  Sc  Evaporated  Milk 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

17876  lbs. 

1270  lbs. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 


The  Council’s  health  education  programme  is  in  its  third  year 
and  each  year  has  seen  an  expansion  of  the  service. 

The  purchase  of  a "Bell  & Howell”  16  mm  sound  projector  has 
considerably  widened  the  field  that  can  be  covered  and  has  enabled 
frequent  use  to  be  made  of  the  many  excellent  commercially  pro- 
duced films  on  various  aspects  of  public  health. 

It  has  been  found  that  the  use  of  a sound  film  to  supplement  a 
lecture  is  invariably  well  received  and  has  resulted  in  requests,  on 
occasions,  to  re-visit  an  organisation  two  or  even  three  times  during 
the  course  of  a year. 

The  Milne  Committee,  in  their  report  following  the  Aberdeen 
typhoid  epidemic  in  1964,  recommended,  among  other  things,  that 
the  method  of  educating  staff  in  the  food  trades  should  be  examined. 

This  branch  of  health  education  is  of  great  value  to  the  com- 
munity and  is  best  started  by  lectures  in  the  schools  on  food  hygiene 
as  recommended  by  the  Department  of  Education  and  Science. 

This  policy  has  been  followed  and  lectures  are  given  to  senior 
pupils  in  both  grammar  and  secondary  modern  schools.  Lectures  are 
also  given  to  food  handlers  in  school  and  factory  canteens. 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  food  handlers  in  retail  shops  should 
receive  some  training  in  food  hygiene  and  whilst  there  are  certain 
practical  difficulties  in  the  way  of  organising  a suitable  training 
scheme,  particularly  in  a rural  area,  this  question  is  under  active 
consideration  and  it  is  hoped  that  a form  of  training,  possibly  with 
the  co-operation  of  the  local  education  authority,  can  be  instituted 
in  the  near  future. 

During  the  year  the  Department  has  been  called  upon  to  arrange 
visits  and  lectures  for  the  staffs  of  other  Authorities.  In  this  con- 
nection it  is  gratifying  to  realise  that  the  training  facilities  available 
are  receiving  recognition  outside  the  Council’s  district. 

Whilst  visual  aids  in  the  form  of  films,  him  strips  or  slides  are 
widely  used,  mention  should  also  be  made  of  the  service  readily 
given  by  the  Gloucester  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  providing 
bacterial  cultures.  These  have  been  found  to  be  most  valuable  in 
illustrating  the  importance  of  the  hygienic  handling  of  food  and  I am 
indebted  to  the  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  his 
assistance. 

The  prime  object  in  carrying  out  a programme  of  health  educa- 
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tion  is  to  produce  a healthy  community  and  thereby  to  reduce,  as  far 
as  possible,  the  demands  on  the  country’s  medical  and  hospital 
services,  and  it  is  with  this  end  in  view  that  the  Department  places 
considerable  importance  on  the  service  provided. 


NEW  HOUSING,  1965 

Table  17. 


Number  of  dwellings  erected  during  the  year: 
By  the  Council  : 


Brockworth  (Green  Close) 

Brockworth  (Ribble  Close) 

Eastington  (Victoria  Drive) 
Frampton-on-Severn 

By  Private  Enterprise  . . 

27 

8 

6 

35 

. . 646 

722 

Council  dwellings  under  construction: 

Churchdown  (Grove  Road) 
Whitminster 

• • 

138 

16 

154 

Housing  schemes  under  consideration  : 

The  Council  were  proceeding  with  schemes  for  the  erection  of 
dwellings  in  various  parishes. 

Private  Enterprise  houses  under  construction  at  31st 

December,  1965  . . . . . . . . . . . . 314 

Number  of  Council  houses  sold  to  tenants  in  1965  . . 6 

Total  number  of  dwellings  owned  by  the  Council  on  31st 

December,  1965  . . ••  2?43 

There  were  544  applicants  on  the  Council’s  housing  list  at  the 
end  of  1965  compared  with  535  at  the  end  of  1964. 


Housing  Progress 

Dwellings  erected  from  1st  April,  1945  to  31st  December,  1965  : 

By  the  Council  and  local  housing  society  . . . . 2113 

By  Private  Enterprise  . . . . . . . . . . 5681 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1957 

HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND 
UNFIT  HOUSES  ELSEWHERE 


Table  18. 

Houses  Demolished  During  the  Year 

Number  of  houses  demolished  . . . . . . . . 18 

Persons  displaced  . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 

Families  displaced  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Unfit  Houses  Closed  During  the  Year 

Number  of  houses  closed  . . . . . . . . 12 

Persons  displaced  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Families  displaced  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Unfit  houses  made  fit  . . . . . . . . . . 65 


The  houses  included  in  this  category  are  those  which  fall  so  far 
below  the  required  standard  that  they  are  deemed  not  to  be  repair- 
able at  reasonable  expense.  Slum  clearance  work  is  likely  to  occupy 
the  Council’s  attention  for  a long  time  to  come  as  older  houses 
gradually  fall  into  decay  owing  to  economic  and  other  factors. 

When  action  is  commenced  by  the  Council,  it  is  common  for 
owners  to  express  a wish  to  recondition  their  properties  rather  than 
allow  them  to  be  condemned.  They  are  encouraged  in  this  course 
partly  by  the  high  market  value  of  country  properties  and  partly 
by  the  prospect  of  grant-aid  in  appropriate  cases.  By  no  means  all 
unfit  houses  are  suitable  subjects  for  reconditioning,  but  where  this 
course  is  practicable  it  should  be  encouraged  in  order  to  maintain  the 
nation’s  pool  of  housing  and  to  help  preserve  the  various  village 
communities  in  the  district. 

Slum  clearance  is  an  essential  and  costly  aspect  of  the  Council’s 
duties  and  could  not  proceed  without  the  advance  provision  of  new 
homes  for  the  families  to  be  displaced.  This  often  involves  an 
upheaval  to  another  part  of  the  district  for  whole  families  or  aged 
persons  who  have  sometimes  lived  in  one  home  since  birth.  It 
is  in  essence  a human  problem  requiring  the  utmost  sympathy 
and  understanding. 
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Administration  of  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1961 

Table  19. 

1.  Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

No.  of 
premises 
in 

Register 

No.  of 

In- 

spections 

No.  of 
Written 
Notices 

No.  of 
Occupiers 
Prose- 
cuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Secs.  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  8 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

10 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

96 

60 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Sec.  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers). 

56 

13 

Total 

162 

75 

1 

— 

Table  20. 


2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  where  defects 

were  found 

No.  of 

Cases  in 
which 
Prose- 
cutions 
were  in- 
stituted 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

to 

H.M.I. 

by 

H.M.I. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temp  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Vent.  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

floors  (S.6) 

Latrines  (S.7) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  includ- 

ing  Homework). 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

4 

4 

— 

— 

■ — 
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Factories  Act  inspections  are  combined  where  possible  with 
visits  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations  1960,  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956,  and  the  Petroleum 
Regulations  etc. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

The  working  conditions  of  industrial  workers  have  been  con- 
trolled by  the  Factories  Acts  for  many  years.  This  control  did  not 
apply  to  persons  working  in  offices,  shops  and  similar  premises, 
who  comprised  a substantial  part  of  the  nation’s  working  population. 
Local  authorities  are  required  to  administer  much  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Act  of  which  parts  came  into  force  on  the  1st  May,  1964, 
and  the  remainder  on  the  1st  August,  1964.  In  addition  to  the  con- 
trol of  cleanliness,  temperature,  lighting,  ventilation  and  washing 
arrangements,  the  Act  also  lays  upon  local  authorities  responsibilities 
for  investigating  and  dealing  with  accidents  arising  on  these  premises. 

Responsibility  for  safety  is  a new  departure  for  local  authorities 
and  one  accident  was  reported  during  the  year.  A report  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  Ministry  but  no  statutory  action  was  necessary. 

Advice  was  given  during  routine  inspections  of  premises  on  the 
lighting  of  work  areas.  It  is  hoped  that  a suitable  standard  will  be 
laid  down  to  assist  in  the  administration  of  this  Act,  and  in  the  mean- 
time advice  is  based  on  the  code  evolved  by  the  Illuminating 
Engineering  Society  of  Great  Britain. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  146  premises  had  been  registered  with 
the  Council. 


Table  21 


Number  of  registered 
premises  receiving  a 
general  inspection  during 
the  year 

Offices 

33 

Retail  Shops  . . 

63 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

11 

Catering  establishments  open 

to  the  public, 

canteens 

14 

Fuel  storage  depots  . . 

— 

Total 

121 
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RADIOACTIVE  SUBSTANCES  ACT,  1960 


Under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  the  Council  are  advised  by  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  of  all  factories  and 
other  places  within  the  District  which  have  become  registered  users 
of  radioactive  material. 

No  accidents  or  cases  of  difficulty  arising  from  the  storage  or 
use  of  this  material  were  brought  to  the  Council’s  attention  during 
the  year. 


PETROLEUM  ADMINISTRATION 

The  administration  of  the  Acts  and  Regulations  relating  to 
petroleum  spirit  continues,  in  common  with  Local  Government 
administration  generally,  to  take  up  an  increasing  amount  of  time. 

The  number  of  premises  licensed  to  store  petroleum  during  1965 
was  103  as  against  104  in  1964.  This  represented  a total  storage 
capacity  of  2,798,923  gallons.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  however, 
that  the  quantity  of  petroleum  spirit  handled  during  the  year  is 
many  times  this  figure  and,  with  the  ever-increasing  volume  of  road 
traffic,  is  rising  sharply. 

Thus,  with  each  licensed  installation  handling  a greater  quantity 
of  petroleum  spirit,  the  risks  to  personnel  and  property  are  pro- 
portionally greater  each  year. 

There  is  a tendency  amongst  filling  station  attendants  to  under- 
estimate the  danger  associated  with  the  commodity  which  they  are 
handling  and  no  opportunity  is  missed,  during  routine  visits  and 
inspections,  to  impress  upon  employees  the  need  for  strict  observance 
of  the  conditions  relating  to  the  safe  handling  of  petroleum,  which 
are  attached  to  and  form  a part  of  all  petroleum  spirit  licences 
issued  by  the  Council. 

In  common  with  other  trades,  there  is  a move  towards  “self 
service”  in  the  retailing  of  petroleum  spirit,  and  whilst  the  next  few 
years  will,  unquestionably,  see  a rapid  increase  in  this  form  of 
vending,  I feel  that  applications  for  new  petroleum  licences  for 
premises  upon  which  it  is  intended  to  install  “unattended”  petrol 
pumps,  should  be  viewed  with  caution  and  licences  granted  only 
where  some  form  of  adequate  supervision  is  to  be  provided. 

S.  W.  D.  HARRIS, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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